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spoken of by Mr. Denton as the source of difficul-
ties unmanageable in proving practical geology
in harmony with the Mosaic record, are not facts
but fictions fallaciously founded on fact. This
I propose to do in discussing the matter of the
vast age which, we are told, all geologists in com-
mon assign to the earth.

Those of them who, like Dr, Sedgwick, think
others guilty of " a sinful indiscretion" in making
the creative days to be no days at all, but millen-
nia of years, adopt another theory equally objec-
tionable with the one already considered. While
retaining the natural meaning of the word day,
they say that the first verse of the first chapter of
Genesis is an independent proposition, having no
necessary connection with the sequel, but simply
states the fact of the formation of the heavens and
the earth. Between the first and second verses,
therefore, they thrust in millions of years. Their
theory, however, will not stand, for the following
reason:

The second verse is bound to the first by the
copulative vav, which means a hook ; it is used to
connect words, to hook sentences one to another;
and, especially in a continuous narrative, never is
or can be used in the sense of a disjunctive, but
always has the meaning of and. Had Moses in-
tended to have left room for such an opinion as
asserts and inserts millions of years between these
verses, he would have left the second verse with-
out a copulative, or introduced it with a disjunc-
tive ; but he has done neither. If it was'his inten-
tion to exhibit these two verses with the following